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SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF US MERCHANT VESSEL BY CAMBODIAN FORCES 

REF: STATE 1 13030 

1. AS TODAY IS PARAGUAYAN NATIONAL HOLIDAY, AT 

OFFICIAL RECEPTION, I WAS ABLE TO CARRY OUT INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL 
NOT ONLY TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER, BUT I GAVE THE NEWS TO THE 
ENTIRE CABINET, CHIEF OF SUPREME COURT, PRESIDENT 
OF SENATE AND OTHER HIGH-RANKING OFFICIALS. 

2. ALL WERE EFFUSIVE IN THEIR PRAISE FOR PRESIDENT FORD'S 
TIMELY ACTION. DURING INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE, A GREAT 
NUMBER OF CIVILIANS AND MILITARY OFFICIALS VOLUNTEERED 
THEIR CONGRATULATIONS FOR OUR DECISIVE ACTION TO ME AND 
TO OTHER MEMBERS OF THE MISSION. 
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